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B|/|M|/||_|a|_|l|/|jy,\/|, Aparysb HaLOHanHe A Jewel of National and World Heritage -
1 CBeTCKe ballTuHe Viminacium

,BYMMHaUMjym je anconyTHO jeflaH O Hajjaunx Cprc-
Kvx OpeHaoBa. 3a CBera WecCT roAvHa NocTao je o nycTnx
FVBa nopen Mnage, NO3HATVIX CaMO YCKOCTPRYYHUM LC-
TpaxkMBauMMa, CBETCKA aTpakuuja kojy nocehyjy neceTu-
He xnrbafla TypucTa’, Kaxe ap Mrommnp Kopah, anpektop
[NpojekTa BumnHaumjym.

“Viminacium is absolutely one of Serbia's foremost
brands. In just six years, from derelict fields along the
Mlava River known only to professionals, it has become
a world attraction visited by tens of thousands of tourists
each year”, says the director of the Viminacium project, Dr
Miomir Korac.
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UMUHaUMjym, GVBLUN TaBHU rpaj pumcke nposuHUuje fopre Me-

3uje, Koja je obyxBaTana Hajsehn feo Cpbuje, neo byrapcke n ceBep-

Hy MakefoOHWjy, HacTao je NPBUX feLieHrja NpBora Beka Halle epe
Ha flecHoj obanu ywha Mnase y [lyHas, 12 KunomeTapa of AaHallkber rpaja
MoxapeBLa, Ha MecTy rae je, n3nackom PvmsbaHa Ha [lyHaB, buna ctaymo-
HMpaHa CTasiHa pUMcKa nerunja. MososbaH reorpadcku nosoxaj omoryhno
je BumuHauwmjymy 6p3 ekoHoMckm pasBoj. CmaTpa ce fa je nmao oko 30.000
CTaHOBHMKa, LUTO je y OHO Bpeme 610 BenvKu 6poj. YK1Bao je HajBumLu CcTa-
TYC KOj¥1 CY PUMCKWM FPafoBM MO UMaTU.

Y cBOjoOj neT BeKOBa Ayroj nuctopuju, BumuHaunjym, pumckn rpag n
BOjHM NIOrop, MMao je 6ypaH pa3Boj: y NPBOj NOMIOBUHU APYrora BeKa, 3a
BrajaBuHe Lapa XagpwujaHa, Aoburo je ctatyc rpaga; npebpoamo je enu-
nemujy Kyre y Bpeme BnafaBuHe Mapka Aypenuja; y Tpehem Beky rpag
je Beh 6ro y nyHom npouBarty, na je cTekao 1 npaBo KoBarba HoBLa. Ye-
TBPTW BeK O3HayaBa BvMuHaumjym Kao jeHO Of YeTupu enmnuckomncKnx
ceguwTa. [0TOBO fja HMje 6uUNo puMCKor nMmnepaTopa Koju kpahe unu
ny>e Huje 6opaBro y 0BOM packollHoM rpagy. OBae cy ce cycpeTane
KynType 3anafa u VIcTOKa, WTO je AOHENO pa3Boj 3aHATCKUX U ymeT-
HUUKUX pagnoHunua. Mpag je nedUHUTBHO pa3opeH CpeAnHOM neTora
BeKa, y Haje3aun XyHa, a HOBMja apXxeosiollKa UCTpaXnBatba cBefoue aa
BULLIE HMKaA Huje OOHOBIbEH Ha MecTy rae je noanrHyT. Kao BojHO yno-
puviwTe 06HOBUO ra je BU3aHTUjcKu Lap JycTuHujaH y VI Beky. HecTtao je
y VIl BeKky gonackom CnoseHa.

MnoHnpn HayuHMx nckonaearba BumwmHauumjyma 6unu cy Muxauno
BanTtposuh, Kpajem feBeTHaecTora Beka, a 3a M Munoje Bacuh, npo-
decop Bucoke wwkone y beorpaay. KacHuje, n3rpafhom TepmoenekTpa-
He KocTonau v noBpLIMHCKOr Kona [JpBHO, MHTEH3MBMpPaHa Cy UCTpa-
XuBatba. Mocneare Tpu AeleHnje npolunora Beka bune cy obenexeHe
1cKonaBakbeM BUMMHALNjyMCKOT ,Fpafa MPTBUX', Tj. OTKPUBaHeM BuLLe
oA 13.500 Hekporona y Kojuma je HaheHo cefjam CTOTUHA NpeaMeTa of
cpebpa v 3naTa.

Op 2002. roguHe UCTpaxxmBatbe OBOT apXeOosIOLWKOT floKanuTeTa fobuja
MehyHapopaHu KapakTep. Ha ueny nctpaxusaukor Tuma je ap Muomup Ko-
pah, ampekTop lMpojekTa BuMUHaumjym, apxeonor, HayuyHu pagHuUK Apxeo-
nowkor nHctutyTa Cprncke akagemuje Hayka 1 ymetHocTv 13 beorpaga

lMpoteknnx rognHa 6uno je HeKonnKo BaXkHUx otkpuha Ha aHTU-
YKOM sloKkanutety Bumunayujymy. UHTepecoBamwe Typucta 3a no-
ceTy ApXeoJIoLIKOM napKy 3HaTHO je Mopacsio v NocJe cKkopaluker
ceH3ayuoHanHor otkpuha neTr MuInoHa rognHa cTapor ckesnerta ma-
myTa npoHabeHor y 6nusuHn Llapckor may3oneja. Moxere nn Ham
Hewrto Buwe pehun o oBome otkpuhy n Kag he ckener 6utn npeg-
CcTaB/beH jaBHOCTU ?

- HajHoBuje oTkpuhe anconyTHo nokasyje aa 6oratctBo Cpbuje nexu
1 Ha CKOPO MOTMYHO HeoYeKnBaHUM CTpaHama. BumrHaumjym je Tokom ro-
[IMHa MoKa3ao TONMKO KyNnTypHor 6nara 3 nepuofa Pumckor Lapctsa Aa
Kap nommcnute Ha PumibaHe y Cpbuju npsa acouujaumja 6uhe sBam Crapu
KocTtonau n Apxeonowkun napk BummHaumjym. Mapk Koju rpagnmo rogu-
Hama yHa3af HewTo je y uemy cmo npsu y Cpbuju. Ynpaso capa, mehytum,
MIMaMo NPUAKKY [a AOKAXKEMO [1a HICMO YCKUX BUAMKA UCTnYyhn camo pum-
cko Hacnehe. bopbom 3a ouyBarbe BuMmHaumjyma »enmmo Aa nocTaBrmo,
a ako Tpeba 1 HameTHeMO Moges no Kome he ce WTUTUTK 1 NPe3eHTOBaTH
LenokynHo Hacnehe na ma Kom nepuogy npunagano. MuoueH v net Munu-
OHa roamHa cTap MamyT faneko cy of PumrbaHa, anv To je OHO WITO je Halle
- jeanHcTBEeHO 1 AparoueHo! MNpaBy HayyYHVK 1 3aLUTUTap MOpa NoAjeAHako
pearoBaTyi 1 Ha OHO LUTO HUje HeroBa ycka cTpyka! Tako cMo 1 pearoBanu
— MyHEBUTO U eprKacHo.

12 JAT New Review

By Zlatica Ivkovic
Photo by Svetlana Dingarac

iminacium, once a major city of the Roman province Upper Moesia,

which coincided with most of present-day Serbia, parts of Bulgaria

and northern Macedonia, was built in the first decades of the first
century A.D. on the right bank where the Mlava River flows into the Dan-
ube, some 12 kilometres from the city of Pozarevac. This is also where the
Romans permanently garrisoned a whole legion. A favourable geographic
position made it possible for Viminacium to undergo speedy economic de-
velopment. It is believed the city had a population of some 30,000, consid-
ered a large number at the time. It enjoyed the highest status any Roman
city could have.

In its five-centuries-long history, Viminacium, a Roman city and a military
camp, experienced turbulent development: in the first half of the second
century A.D., during the reign of Emperor Hadrian, Viminacium received the
status of Roman city, an important milestone in its development. During the
reign of Emperor Marcus Aurelius, in the third century of the new era, the
city was in full flourish and was allowed to mint coins, a privilege reflecting
its status, but an epidemic of the plague in the same century affected eco-
nomic activity. It soon recovered and in the fourth century Viminacium was
conferred with yet another manifestation of power; one of the four bishop-
ric seats was located there. There was hardly a single Roman emperor who
did not at one time stay a while in this magnificent city. This was where the
cultures of the East and the West met to generate development in the arts
and crafts. The city was definitively annihilated in the mid-5" century during
an invasion of the Huns. More recent archaeological explorations testify to
the fact that it was never rebuilt again on its original site. It was renewed as
amilitary stronghold by Emperor Justinian in the 6™ century, only to fall into
oblivion again in the 7™ century with the arrival of the Slavs to the region.

The pioneers of scientific excavations at Viminacium included Mihailo
Valtrovi¢, in the late 19™ century, followed by Miloje Vasi¢, a Belgrade Ad-
vanced School professor. Exploration was intensified later at the time of the
construction of the Kostolac thermo-electrical power plant and the Drmno
open pit mine. The last three decades of the past century featured exca-
vations on the site of the ‘city of the dead’ at Viminacium, i.e. discovery of
more than 13,500 necropolises in which over 700 silver and gold objects
were found.

Since 2002, research at this excavation site became internationalised.
Heading the team of researchers is Dr. Miomir Kora¢, the Viminacium project
director, archaeologist and scientific worker at the Archaeological Institute
of the Serbian Arts and Sciences Academy in Belgrade.

There have been several major breakthroughs at the ancient Vimi-
nacium site. The interest of tourists to visit the Archaeological Park has
grown considerably, especially in the wake of the recent sensational dis-
covery of the five-million-year-old skeleton of a mammoth near the Impe-
rial Mausoleum. Please tell us more about this discovery and when will
the skeleton to be presented to the public?

—The latest discovery shows that treasuries in Serbia may be found in the
most unlikely places. The case of Viminacium in recent years has yielded so
much cultural treasure from the Roman Empire period that when one thinks
of ancient Romans in Serbia, the first association is Stari Kostolac and the
Viminacium Archaeological Park. The Park, which we have been engaged
on building for years, is the first thing of this kind in Serbia. This is an op-
portunity to show the broadness of our horizons, that we are not placing
only our Roman legacy into the foreground. By struggling to preserve Vimi-
nacium, we wish to set, and if need be, to impose a model for preserving and
presenting our legacy in its entirety - regardless of which period it comes
from. The Miocene and the five-million-year-old mammoth are a long way

MamyT nexu y reonoLKom cfiojy 13 MUOLEHa, KOju je cTap n3mehy ue-
TVPU U NO 1 NEeT MUNMOHa roavHa. EKkcnepTuse Koje cy y ToKy Tpeba Aa no-
TBPAE Aa U je pey 0 MamMyTy MePUAMOHANNCY Kako ce TO Y MPBOM TPEHYTKY
MUcAnno (Ynme ce nomepajy XPOHOSOLLKE FPaHuLie BPCTE) UM HeroBoM
npeTky. Y cBakom cyyajy, otkpuhe je op usyseTtHor 3Hauaja. LLTo rog noka-
3aJ1a aHann3a, OBO je HajcTapuja jeiHKa OTKPUBEHA Y LIeSIOCTU Ha MPOCTOPY
bankaHa v jyrouctouHe EBpone. JeanHka ouysaHa y LienocTtvi og npe net Mu-
NNOHa roArHa CBaKako je 3HauyajHo oTKpuhe y CBETCKMM OKBPUMA.

OcTaum mamyTa Cy BeOMa TPOLLHW, MOrOTOBO LUTO Cy JieXanu y newuya-
HOM cnojy. HopmanHo 6ucMo ouekrBanm fa ce OBaj CTEMeH OYyBaHOCTW
KOCTWjy Hanasu y rUHOBUTUM ClojeBMMa. YNpaBO CTOra je KoH3epBauuja
6vna umMnepaTviB — U TO KOH3epBauwja in situ, OJHOCHO Ha N1Ly MecTa.
CBaKu NoKyLlaj momeparba KOCTUjy MOrao je AOBECTU A0 HUXOBOT He3ayc-
TaB/bMBOI Nponagarba. KoHsepsauwja je n gasbe y TOKy. Ynopefo ¢ KoH3ep-
BaLMjOM rpajm ce 1 3alTUTHa KOHCTPyKUMja Koja he y nepcnekTnsu 6mtm
Heka BpCTa NPUpOAHaYKor My3eja y oKBMpYy ApxeosoLKor napka. MamyTa
je po capa BMAeNo TONUKO JbyAu fa je TO y NojefiuHNM TpeHyLMa MOrJio
yrpo3nTn u reropy 6e3beaHoct. Hucmo Beposanu aa he usassatu Tonu-
KO MHTepecoBatbe. YnTaB NOCao OKO 3aluTuTe 1 Npe3eHTauuje je y TOKy U1
ouekyjemo fia he Ha jeceH 6UTK CTaB/beH Y pefoBaH nNporpam obunacka
apXeosnoLKOr Nnapka.

A nviTarbe NpeacTaB/bakba jaBHOCTY MOTMYHO je 6ecnoTpebHo, jep jaB-
HOCT ynpaBo NpeKo MeAvja Ma yBUZ Y CBaku MOMaK UCTPaxunBarba 1 pafjo-
Ba Koju ce Bplue. CBe HOBMHE, foMahe 1 cTpaHe, NpeHene Cy He Camo BeCT O
otkpuhy Beh 1 6pojHe CHUMKe, WITO je 1o cafa pefakK Cylyyaj fa jaBHOCT UMa
TONUKN YBUA Y je[IHO UCTPaXKnBake Koje HayyHO joLL Huje OKOHYaHO.

VHTepsjy = Interview

from the Romans, but this is what we have — unique and precious! A true
scientist and protector must adopt an even-handed approach to things that
go beyond his immediate field of study! This is also how we reacted — with
lighting speed and efficaciously.

The mammoth lies in the Miocene geological layer, which is between
four and five million years old. Ongoing analyses have yet to confirm wheth-
er the discovered species is indeed that of the Mammuthus meridionalis, as
initially thought, in which case chronological boundaries of this species,
or of its ancestor, need to be broadened. At any event, this discovery is of
extraordinary importance. Whatever the results of the analyses, this is the
oldest animate thing discovered in the Balkan region and in southeastern
Europe. The wholly preserved fossil dating back to five million years ago is
certainly a significant discovery on the international scale.

The mammoth remains are quite frail, especially for having lain in the
sandy layer. Normally, we would expect to find this degree of bone pres-
ervation in clay layers. So, in situ conservation is imperative precisely for
this reason. Any attempt to move the bones could result in their unstop-
pable decay. The conservation process is ongoing. Parallel with conser-
vation, a protective structure is being put up that we hope will at some
time in the future become a sort of natural history museum within the
Archaeological Park. The mammoth has thus far been viewed by such
a multitude of people that at certain points its safety was threatened.
We never expected it would invite such great interest. Activities aimed
at protecting and presenting continue and we expect the mammoth to
become part of the Archaeological Park’s regular tour programme this
coming autumn.
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Bbpoj unaHaka Koju ce nojaB/brBao Ha MHTEPHETY NPeMaLlInO je HeKONn-
KO Xmsbafia jep ce cBaka ABa MMHYTa MojaBsbyje HOBa CTaBKa Kaja y npeTtpa-
XKMBaY yKyLiaTe nap nojmoBa Kao Lo cy: Koctonay, MamyT v BummHauujym.

3axsaspyjyhu npe ceera Bawem aHraxoBary, BumuHauyujym je go-
crneo Ha TypucTu4Ke Kapte Cpbuje n EBpone. Apxeonowku napk Bumu-
Hayujym, kog Kocronuya, caga je jeaHa og Behux TypucTuyknx aTpak-
yuja y Cpbuju.Moxemo v ra HasBaTu CPriICKOM po6HOM mapKom?

- BummnHaumjym je anconyTHo jefiaH of Hajjaumx cpnckux 6peHfoBa. 3a
CBera LUeCT rofjHa NocTao je of NyCcTuxX kiBa nopes Mnase, no3HaTyx camo
YCKOCTPYUYHMM UCTPaxMBa4Mma CBeTCKa aTpakuuja Kojy nocehyjy fecetuxe
XWbaaa TypucTa. 3aluTTa KynTypHor 6nara Koja goHocy HoBal. CTpaHuu
Koju nocehyjy BummnHaumjym paHrupajy Hac noHekas y BpX HajuHTepecaHT-
HMjux nokauuja noceheHnx y Esponu.

TpeHyTHO ce npuBoAe Kpajy pagosu Ha usrpagwu Llentpa ,Bumu-
Hayujym’. Pey je 0 Hay4HO-UCTpaXKNBa4yKkom LeHTpY, nsrpaheHom Kao
cTapopuMcKa yapcKka Buna, Koju he nmatu wKony 3a egykauujy mna-
ANX CTpy4HbaKa, KOHrpecHy cany n 1.000 KBagparta My3ejcKor npocTo-
pa 3a usnaratbe aHTUYKNX eKCMoHara....

- Jlomyc cuvjeHumjapym, Kako caja HasuBamMO HayUHOMUCTPaXXMBauKu
M TYPUCTUYKM LieHTap, 3an1cTa je jeANHCTBEHO apXUTEKTOHCKO peLuere 3a
objekaT Koju Tpeba fja NOAMUPM TaKo LLMPOKe NoTpebe jefHOr apXeosoLu-
Kor mapka. KOHLEeHTprcaH/ OKO LieHTpasHOr aTpujyma Hanase ce Marbu
aTpUjyMn of KOjUX CBaKU NpeacTaB/ba LenHy 3a cebe ¢ nocebHUM caf-
prkajeM. JeaHO KpWIIO je HamerbeHO NCTPaXXMBAYKO]j EKMMK, APYTO KPUIIO Na-
6opaTopujama, KNacuuyHoj U AUruTanHoj bmubnuoteuy, Tpehe je HamereHo
3a CMeLUTaj 1 ycnyry TyprcTrma Koju he ofcenatii y oBom 06jekTy. MocebHy
LeNIMHY NpeAcTaB/ba My3ej KOju Ma LIeHTPaiHO MeCTo 1 NMoKpuBea Hajsehy
NoBpLUMHY Y OKBUPY [lomyca. Lieo objeKaT je 3ammLLumbeH Kao pyHKLMOHANTHO
Haj3HauajHMju Ae0 apXeosoLKOr Mapka U OKOCHULA HeroBe GUHaHCKjcKe
oppxnBocTn. Objekat he omoryhnt He camo Aarbu pa3Boj UCTPaXKMBatkba
1 npeseHTayuje Beh he npuxoarma objekta To Mohu aa ce ocTBapu faneko
6pxe 1 eprKacHmje.

HajaBunu cte ga he Ha nnagoHy nog3emMHOr My3ejcKor npocropa
6uTN NocTaB/beH MO3auK Koju npuKasyje He6o n 3Besze, NoBpLUNHE
400 kBagpara, Koju ce TpeHyTHO uspahyje y beorpagy. la nu je Tay-
HO Aa ce OoH paau no y3opy Ha maysonej lane Mnayuguje y PaseHu, on
cneyujanHor MmypaJicKor cTakia 4onpeM/beHOr U3 CBETCKU Mo3HaTe pa-
AvoHunye, OpcoHn” ns BeHeyuje?

- JepaH oBako MOHYMeHTaHM objekaT Kao wWTo je [lomyc Mopa Aa “ma
HeKy YMeTHUYKY creunduyHocT Koja hie ra cTaBuTn n3Hag oOuUHKX My3eja
Koje nocehyjemo. MnadoH myseja he 6UTK ynpaBo pemek-aeno Koje he ra
n3aBajatn. MypaHo cTakno of Kojer cy mo3auum nspaheHu Tako npenama
CBET/IOCT Aa BY 3aKCTa BuAMTE 3Be3A4aHO0 HebO ca TakBUM NPeMBUMA HUjaH-
Cu Koje ocTaBsbajy 6e3 gaxa.

Ynopepo c rpagwom LeHTpa ,BumuHayujym’, Koja Tpeba ga ce
OKOHYa J]0 Kpaja ieTa, paau ce Ha UCKonaBatby ampurteaTpa, jeauHor
aHTU4YKor amgureatpa Ha reputopuju Cpbuje, ca Buwe og 12.000 mec-
Ta, Koju he cnyxunTn 3a nussoherwe KoOHLepaTa N MO30PULLIHUX NpeAcTa-
Ba.... Llita ce nnaHnpa no 3aBpLueTKy oBux pagosa?

- AmduiTeaTap je cpue ypbaHor jesrpa rpaja Kao wWTo je BumumHa-
umjym. He moxe cBaku rpaf nmatn amourteartap, To je [0 caja Buwe
Hero jacHo. [locTojarbe oBakBe rpaheBrHe CcTaB/ba BaC BUCOKO Yy paHr
rpafoBa Pyumckor uapcTBa. Anu nckonaBare jeiHe OBako MOHYyMeHTas-
He rpaheBuHe He cve fla 6yae camo UCKoMaBake Paau UcKonaBaka, na
Ma KOJIMKO 3rpafia OBakBe BpcTe OyAuna naxkkby UcTpakmpaya. YKom-
KO 61 HaKOH MCTpaXkmBatba JONYCTUN Aa 3apacTe y KOPOB U HeCTaHe y
npatraBum nybnnkauvjama, 6uno 6u To pyllere eKBYBaneHTHO OHOM
Koju cy XyHW Tako [aBHO M3BPLIUAW. 3rpaja Kao WTo je amduteatap
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Raising the issue of its presentation to the public is quite superfluous
because it is precisely through the media that the public has full insight into
any advance made in research and the type of work performed. All newspa-
pers, here and abroad, have carried not only the news of its discovery, but
also numerous photographs. It rarely happens that the public has such de-
tailed insight into an exploration process that has not yet been scientifically
concluded. The number of stories that appeared on the Internet exceeded
several thousand, because, if one types several key words such as Kostolac,
mammoth or Viminacium, a new item appears every two minutes.

Owing to your engagement, Viminacium has established its place on
the tourist maps of Serbia and Europe. The Viminacium Archaeological
Park, near the city of Kostolac, is currently one of the major tourist attrac-
tions in Serbia. Would it be right to call it a Serbian brand?

- Viminacium is absolutely one of the biggest Serbian brands. In just six
years, the story has progressed from derelict fields by the Mlava River known
only to professional researchers it has become a world attraction toured by
tens of thousands of tourists. It has become a protected cultural legacy that
is making money. Foreigners who come to Viminacium sometimes rank it
among Europe’s most frequently visited locations.

Construction work is currently nearing completion on the Viminacium
Centre. This is a science and research centre built in the style of an ancient
Roman imperial villa. It will provide accommodation to a school that trains
young professionals, to a convention hall and 1,000 square metres off mu-
seum space for displaying antique items....

- Domus Scientiarum, as we now call this science, research and tour-
ism centre, is indeed a singular architectural solution for a facility that is
expected to meet such broad-based needs required by an archaeological
park. Huddled around a central atrium are smaller ones, each of which rep-
resents a whole in its own right offering a different programme. One wing is
intended for the research team, another wing for the laboratories and to the
classical and digital libraries, the third wing will accommodate and be at the
disposal of the tourists who will stay at the facility. The museum, which has
a central place, takes up the largest portion within the Domus. The whole
facility was conceived as the functionally most important section of the Ar-
chaeological Park and will represent the backbone of its financial sustain-
ability. The facility will enable not only further research and presentations
but the income it generates will also provide for this to be done much faster
and more efficiently.

You have said earlier that a 400-metre square mosaic depicting the sky
and the stars will be placed on the ceiling of the underground museum. Is
it true that it is being put together after the model of the Galla Placidia
Mausoleum in Ravenna using special Murano glass from the internation-
ally renowned workshop of Orsoni from Venice?

- A monumental facility such as the Domus must have some artistic id-
iosyncrasy that places it above ordinary museums. The museum ceiling will
be the masterpiece that makes it stand apart. The Murano glass used to put
the mosaics together refracts light to create the impression of a starry sky
with nuances that leave the visitor breathless.

Parallel with the construction of the Viminacium Centre to be complet-
ed by the end of the summer, work continues on excavating the amphi-
theatre -- the sole ancient amphitheatre on the territory of Serbia -- with
more than 12,000 seats to be used for concert and theatre performances
... What is planned after this work has been completed?

—-The amphitheatreris the heart of the urban core of a city such as Vimina-
cium was. Not every city could have an amphitheatre; this has now become
quite apparent. A building such as this one ranked a city high as compared
to other cities of the Roman Empire. But excavating one such monumen-
tal structure must not be done solely for the sake of excavation, regardless

Mopa Aa xusu. Mprmepn no Hemaukoj To anconyTHo Aokasyjy. Oectu-
BaJl KOju Ce TaMO OApP»KaBajy OKyrM/bajy AeceTuHe Xubaaa Jbyau, 4ecTo
1 BYLLIE Hero LWTO je KanauuTeT camor objekTa. He nsmumiusbamo HewTto
HOBO, HUTW eKcnepumeHTULWeMo. OXKB/baBatbe jeHOT OBaKBOI 06jeKTa
KOHLUepTnMa, pecTrBanmMa, NO30PULLHUM NpeAcTaBama, Na Yak v pen-
NMKama rnagujatopckmx 6op6u, jecte oHo wTo he ocTtaBUTK Haj6orbU
yTuCaK reHepaumjama Koje gonase. CaBpemeHn obnuum npeseHTaumje
Mory 06e36eMTV NCTOBPEMEHO 3alUTUTY apPXeosIOLLKMX OCTaTaka 1 CTa-
BUTK objeKaT y GyHKUWMjy KOjy je MMao 1 npe CKopo ABa MUNEHMjyMa — Aa
npyxu Hajoorby moryhy 3abaBy noceTmounma.

Aa nu ce y Bumunaymjymy v ose roguHe nnaHupajy maHngecrayuvje,
Koje nmajy 3a ynmb npomMoByicatbe OBOr IOKainTeTa M HaynoHasHe KyJ-
TypHe 6awTnHe?

- Maxma je oBe roAnHe ycmepeHa Ha 3aBpLUeTak pafijoBa Ha JJomycy,
HayuYHOMCTPaXxMBauKoM LieHTpy. CuTyaumja y KOjoj Cy ce Halunun ApaBa,
HayKa 1 KynTypa npvmMoparna Hac je fa ce ycpeCpeAnmo Ha UCTpaxuBarba
amduTeaTpa, 3alITUTY MamyTa 1 3aBpLUETaK rpagtbe MHPPaCTPYKType Koja
he Ham omoryhuTn fa cBe HaJoOKHaAMMO Y rognHama Koje fonase. [joro-
BOp 3a cnepehy rognHy ca rocnogmHom Kapnom [loHagnom, 3ameHnKom
AnpekTopa Pumcke onepe, jecTe fia ce y BUMMHaLMjyMCKOM amdurTeaTpy
noctasu onepa Auda. 3a 2011. roavHy BumuHaumjym je pobro opraHu-
3aunjy MefnmTepaHCKUX NO30PULILHMX Urapa aHTUYKe Apame Koja Takohe
Tpeba Aa ce oApxu y puMmckom amouteatpy. OBv nnaHoBM Hajoosbe noka-
3yjy moryhHocTn nckopuwhera jegHor oBakeor objekTa Koju je Morao fa
npumn 12.000 noceTunaua.

HajaBunu cte n otBapame caBpemeHor CI1A yeHTpa Koju 6u 610 yK-
non/beH y ambujeHT KakaB je 6uo y Il u IV BeKy, y BpemeHy Kaja je Bu-
MUuHayujym 6uo ceguiute pumckux nernoxHapa. Kaga hie Ham oH 6utu
npepcras/beH U Kako he nsrnegarun?

- CINA ueHTap je cactaBHu fieo [lomyca. To je jefjaH 0 OCHOBHUX cerme-
HaTa TypuCTMUKe NoHyAe objekaTta oBor Tvna. OH Tpeba Aa NpeAcTaBy wWwTa
Cy Hekap bune aHTUYKe TepMme Koje cy Takohe nctpaxeHe Ha BummHaumjy-
my. C gpyre cTpaHe, npyxuhe 1 cee norogHoctn caBpemeHor CINA ueHTpa.
Mucnum pa he ce ynpaBo To crajarbe aHTUUKOT 11 CaBpeMeHOor [JoMnacTyu Ha-
LM NoceTMoLMMa jep TO HaMm je U uwb. CTaBUTK caBpemeHy yaobHOCT y
aMbujeHT PUmcKor LapcTBa.

UckonaBame un ypehewe aHTuYKor am¢puteatpa y Bummnayujymy,
ocum cpegcTBuma us poxngosa Cpbuje, ussogu ce n nomohy foHaywje.
Ko cy 6unu goraropu?

- MNoyeTak ncTpakusarba ampuTeaTpa NIoA je AyroroanLlbe capaghbe
npojekta ,BumrHaumjym” n Amepunuke ambacage y beorpagy. Apxeonolu-
KW MapK je 1 3BaHWUYHO MyLUTEH Yy paj 3ajeAHVNYKOM MOCETOM HUXOBMX
ekceneHuuja AHgpeaca Llobena n Majkna Monta, ambacagopa Hemauke v
CjenurbeHnx Amepuuknx [ipxasa. Y6p3o notom ycneguna je nomoh y on-
pemu 1 13[aBallTBY, a HeroBa ekceneHumnja rocnoanH KamepoH MaHTtep
je faoHupao rpaHT oa 30.000 gonapa 3a noyetak NUCTPaXrBatba PUMCKOr
amduTeatpa. MNoyeun cy yBek 6Unm TewKK, a NOAPLUKA KOjy Cy Ham npy-
XKNnn jacaH je 3Hak Aa cy Beh Taga npenosHanu 3Havaj BummHaumjyma n
rberoBe npeseHTauuje.

Ao Bumunaymjyma ce moxe ctubin n fiynasom. Konnko he rypuc-
TUYKUX 6pogoBa Ao Kpaja roguHe JOMIOBUTY [jO OBOT JloKanuTeta?

- bpoposu Beh ABe ropnHe poso3se Typucte fo BumumHauymjyma. Ca
KomnaHujama JyHusopng v BUKuHr pusep Kpy3 Mmamo Beoma ycCneluHy
capapmy. YKynHo Herge oko 80 6pofoBa Tpeba fja NpucTaHe o Kpaja oBe
roanHe. CKopo cBU 6pofoBY Npunagajy cTpaHim KomnaHujama. Hawa Cu-
pOHA pornasuna je y HEKONMKO HaBpaTta, anv npobnem cpnckor bpoaapcTaa
je HepgocTaTak Behrx TYpUCTUUKIMX peuHnX 6poAoBa Koju Mory Aa npesane
pasgasbyHy Ao BumunHaumjyma. m
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of the great attention it invites among researchers. Allowing it to become
overgrown in weeds after excavation and to disappear in some dusty pub-
lications will be tantamount to exposing it to the destruction it suffered at
the hands of the Huns long ago. A building such as the amphitheatre must
live on. We have examples in Germany absolutely proving this. The festivals
held there rally tens of thousands of people, which is often more than the
facility’s capacity. So, we are not inventing anything new, or experiment-
ing. Vivifying a facility such as this one by holding concerts, festivals, theatre
performances...even staging mock gladiator fights...is something that will
leave an indelible impression on coming generations. Modern-day forms
of presentation can ensure protection of archaeological remains while at
the same time affording it the identical function it had nearly two thousand
years ago — as well as provide great entertainment to visitors.

Is there any events aimed at promoting the site and national cultural
heritage are planned at Viminacium again this year?

- This year, we are focusing on the completion of construction work on
the Domus, the science and research centre. The situation in which our coun-
try, our science and our culture have found themselves has forced us to focus
on researching the amphitheatre, protecting the mammoth and completing
construction work on the infrastructure that will enable us to make up for
everything in the coming years. It has been agreed on with Carlo Donadio
of the Rome Opera House to produce the opera Aida at the Viminacium am-
phitheatre next year.In 2011, Viminacium will host a Mediterranean classical
drama festival at the Roman amphitheatre. These plans speak clearly of the
potential of such a facility capable of seating 12,000 people.

You have also announced the opening of a modern spa centre blended
into an environment such as appeared in the 3™ and the 4™ centuries, at
a time when Roman legionaries were quartered at Viminacium. When is
this centre due to be presented to the public and what will it look like?

—The spa centre is an integral part of the Domus. This is one of the main
sections of the tourist offer of facilities of this type. It is designed to recreate
the appearance of ancient thermae (Roman bath-houses), also explored at
Viminacium. On the other hand, they will offer all the amenities of a modern
spa centre. In my view, precisely this combination of the ancient and the
modern is what our visitors will find appealing. This has been our goal all
along - to place present-day comforts in a recreated environment of the
Roman Empire.

Apart from the funds secured from Serbian institutions, excavation
and other work on the ancient amphitheatre at Viminacium was made
possible thanks to donations. Who were the donors?

- The amphitheatre exploration is the result of long-standing coopera-
tion between the Viminacium project and the American Embassy in Bel-
grade. The Archaeological Park was officially inaugurated during a joint of
Andreas Zobel and Michael Polt, the ambassadors of Germany and the Unit-
ed States, respectively. Soon after, aid was forthcoming in equipment and
assistance in publishing, and US Ambassador Cameron Munter presented
a $30,000-dollar grant to launch exploration of the Roman amphitheatre.
Every pioneering work is difficult, but the support they extended to us is a
clear sign that they have recognised the significance of Viminacium and its
proper presentation.

Viminacium can also be reached from the Danube. How many ships
with tourists do you expect to visit the site through the end of the year?

- For the past two years ships have been bringing tourists to Viminacium.
We have achieved a very good level of cooperation with Uniworld and Viking
River Cruise. A total of some 80 ships are expected to dock by the end of the
year. They nearly all belong to foreign companies. The local ship, Sirona, has
made several trips too, but the problem of Serbian shipping is a lack of larger
tourist river ships capable of covering the distance to Viminacium. =
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